sponsoring organizations of the ICEC. Their collective purpose is to improve cancer outcomes through development, application, and evaluation of evidence-based programs focused on communities and special communities, healthcare professionals, patients, and their caregivers.
Just like the civil rights movement in Atlanta, the common concept of the ICEC is education. This year's conference will include pre-conference workshops, which will provide opportunities to learn about and practice new skills. A National Cancer Institute (NCI) workshop focused on the National Institutes of Health (NIH) Research Education Program (R25) will be highlighted. The R25 mechanism supports research education activities that enhance the diversity of the biomedical, behavioral, and clinical research workforces. The conference will begin with an opening plenary and keynote presentation by Otis Brawley, MD, Chief Medical and Scientific Officer of the American Cancer Society. He will provide his unique perspective in his presentation titled BCancer Control in the 21st Century.^This will be followed by a plenary presentation by Mandi Pratt-Chapman, MA, Associate Center Table.T he presentations from these national and international leaders will be supplemented by illuminating oral and abstract presentations from leading specialists in cancer education, survivorship, and palliative care focused on advocacy, scientific investigation, program and curriculum development, skill training, surveillance, and evaluation. The global representation of the ICEC continues to grow and reflects the myriad opportunities both in the USA and on the international stage. Roundtable discussions, mentoring, and networking opportunities also provide prospects for reinforcing and/or developing new relationships and collaborations.
Participants of the International Cancer Education Conference are leaders in improving cancer outcomes through development, implementation, and evaluation of evidencebased programs. The multiple scenarios created for learning, networking, and cooperative efforts through the ICEC are designed to inspire and initiate interprofessional dialog and conversations that facilitate creation of innovative approaches to cancer education for patients, medical and healthcare professionals, special populations, caregivers, educators, and community members.
These phenomenal experiences will be punctuated with special events, including performances by artists such as the Shades of Pink Breast Cancer Survivor Choir, Sensua Players (traditional West African drumming), a bluegrass band, and a steel-pan artist. The richness of this conference experience will be further enhanced by a special dinner event with speakers highlighting aspects of civil rights at the National Center for Civil and Human Rights. The Center for Civil and Human Rights, in downtown Atlanta, is considered an engaging cultural attraction that connects the American Civil rights movement to today's global human rights movements. The conference will conclude with the closing ceremony and awards. This part of the event features the BBest of the Best! Oral and Poster Award Winners.^It highlights the exceptional achievements of the conference participants.
On the cusp of the 2018 International Cancer Education Conference, prepare to be inspired, encouraged, and empowered. Anticipate and formulate the possibilities for new collaborations. Plan to use your critical skills, ask questions, evaluate evidence, and engage in interesting and difficult conversations. Embrace these concepts all with the goals of actively participating in the International Cancer Education Conference and returning to your own respective communities with new tools and ideas for education.
